CHAPTER 6

Going to School (Again):
Post-Secondary Education

Goal for this Chapter
 To learn about opportunities for your child to attend community college

What You Will Find in this Chapter
 Information about:
• How your child can apply to attend community college
• How your child can get financial assistance to attend college
• The benefits of going to college
 A Checklist for planning for your child to apply to and attend college
 A List of Additional Resources

 Until recently, students with disabilities (particularly intellectual disabilities) were not
supported to attend college after they finished high school.
 New Brunswick’s community colleges have become much more inclusive over the past
10 years. The government has a formal policy that supports the inclusion of students with
disabilities.
 For New Brunswick’s community colleges, a process has been established to assist people
with intellectual or significant learning disabilities to apply even if they do not meet the
regular criteria for getting into college.
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Our Journey So Far
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Introduction
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Many young people leave high school with plans to attend university or community college in
order to further their education and pursue a career goal. Increasingly, people are realizing that
finding a job requires skills in specific occupations or careers. In recent years people with all
types of disabilities have been given greater opportunities to attend post-secondary education
institutions to pursue their goals for higher education.
This chapter will review options for post-secondary education for your child with a focus
on community college. This is not to deny that there are also opportunities within universities.
Many universities today are more willing and able to support students with disabilities in their
programs. If your child is thinking about university you may want to check out the “track record”
for including students with a disability before your child makes a selection about which university
to attend. Also, the information in this chapter on financial assistance and supports for students
with a disability will apply to universities as well as community college.
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Accessing New Brunswick Community College Programs
Recently, the New Brunswick Community College/Collège communautaire du NouveauBrunswick (NBCC/CCNB) has increased its efforts to provide post-secondary education and job
training to people with disabilities, including people who have an intellectual disability. This
includes people who would not meet the regular college entrance criteria because they graduated
from high school on a modified education plan. This has happened because governments and, to
some extent, businesses are recognizing that people with disabilities are a largely untapped source
of workers for many types of occupations.

What does NBCC/CCNB offer?
NBCC/CCNB offers a number of job training programs throughout
its eleven provincial campuses. Each college campus offers programs
in a number of trades or occupations. Some programs are offered
in more than one college campus, but usually individual colleges
have a limited number of programs that may not be offered by other
colleges. Please review the most recent NBCC/CCNB Calendar
to review the programs that are offered at each individual college. You can get a copy of the
Calendar at your local community college.

How can people with a disability apply to attend community college?
Students who wish to attend a French community college (CCNB) can apply through the Service
de l’admission collégiale (SAC). If a student does not meet the regular criteria and will likely need
a modified college program, he or she He or she can complete the questionnaire that comes with
the fee application form. This process is primarily for students with an intellectual or significant
learning disability. The college admission service will determine if a student is eligible and refer
the student to NBACL for support.
Any person who wishes to attend an English community college (NBCC) must apply through the
College Admissions Service (CAS). There are two ways to apply:
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1. People who meet the regular entrance criteria for community college will use the
regular admission process and application.
2. People who do not meet the regular entrance requirements for community college
(because they had a modified high school program) will use the Special Admissions
Process. This process is primarily for students with an intellectual or significant
learning disability. Students must complete the regular application form on-line or by
mail (at a cost of $25). Once it is received by CAS the student’s high school transcript
will be reviewed to identify if the student had a modified school program. If so, the
application will be referred to Special Admissions.
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What are the criteria for selection of students with a disability who do not meet
the regular entrance criteria for community college?
People with a disability who followed a modified program at high school will still need to meet
some selection criteria. These include the following:
• The student has completed high school (or is in the final year of high school)
• The student has followed a modified program in high school
• The student demonstrates a strong desire to attend community college
• The student has identified a specific career goal that matches the community college
program that he or she wishes to take
• With support from the student’s family and others, the student is likely to complete his or
her chosen college program
For people considering community college, it is suggested that they participate in the “Test
Drive” Program. This provides individuals a full day experience on campus in the desired
programs.

How will students be selected?
There are a limited number of seats available for students with a disability who do not meet the
regular entrance criteria and who will take a modified college program. When a student applies,
he or she will be invited to participate in an interview that will take place at the community
college. This interview will help to determine if the student meets the selection criteria listed
above. The interview will also help to determine if there is a “good fit” between the student and
the program that he or she has selected. The interview will also help to determine the student’s
needs for accommodations and support if he or she is selected to attend.
Given the limit on the number of seats available for students taking modified programs, some
students may not be selected to attend community college. Students who are not selected can
re-apply for another school year.
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How will a modified college program be possible?
Prior to the beginning of the college school year, an Individual Learning Plan will be developed
for the student. This plan will set out the specific learning goals for the student within their
identified program. This may involve the student taking some (but not all) of the courses within
the program. In addition, the course learning objectives may be modified for the student so that
specific skills can be developed. Students will be evaluated on the basis of the skills that they
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learn and the goals that have been achieved (or partially achieved) as identified in the Individual
Learning Plan.

What will students receive if they complete their college program?
Students who complete a regular college program will receive a diploma in the area of their
studies. Students who complete a modified college program will
receive a Certificate of Participation from NBCC/CCNB. In
addition, students will receive a “Skills Profile” that identifies the
skills that have been learned within the program area selected by
the student.

How will students with disabilities be supported to
achieve their college goals?
While attending community college, students with disabilities will
be supported in a number of ways:
• Students who are on a modified program will have an Individual Learning Plan developed that
will match their abilities and interests. This plan will include reasonable goals for the student
that will be monitored during the college school year.
• Students with an intellectual disability will be managed by a NBACL facilitator. The
facilitator will be responsible for assisting students and monitoring (in collaboration with
college instructors) a student’s Individual Learning Plan.

• Students may also receive a number of “accommodations” that will help them have a
positive college experience. Accommodations may include note-takers, mentors, extra time
for or different methods of testing, etc. Also, all college campuses are equipped with up to
date technology to assist students with disabilities in a variety of ways.
Unlike high school, community college will not provide a “EA” (educational assistant) to attend
classes with the student. Students will be expected to attend classes on their own but will be
supported as required in the ways outlined above.

Paying for Post-Secondary Education
Post-secondary education can be expensive. In terms of tuition cost a one or two year community
college program will cost significantly less than a four year university degree program. There are a
number of ways to pay for a post-secondary education.
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• Students may also apply to receive extra assistance from tutors. Tutors can provide
one-on-one help to students to review specific course material and to assist with the
learning of information and skills.
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Student Loans
Student loans can help with the cost of tuition, books and
materials, and living expenses while attending college or
university. There are some restrictions on who may be eligible
for a student loan based on family income. To find out more
about student loans contact:
Department of Post-Secondary Education, Training
and Labour
Student Financial Services
77 Westmorland Street, Suite 500
P.O. Box 6000
Fredericton, NB E3B 6Z3
Toll Fee: 1-800-667-5626
Fax: (506) 444-4333
Website: www.studentaid.gnb.ca

IMPORTANT NOTE:
If your child is taking
a modified program at
community college or
university, and will NOT
receive a regular degree
or diploma, he or she will
not be eligible to receive
a student loan. If this is
the case, other financial
support (in the form of
grant) may be available
through the provincial
TESS program to cover
the cost of tuition, books
and materials. Also, if your
child is receiving income
support benefits, he or
she will be able to keep
receiving the monthly
income support cheque.

If your child is receiving income support benefits (social
assistance) and is eligible for a student loan, he or she must use
student aid for education expenses. If he or she is also single,
student aid must also be used for living expenses (for example,
food and shelter). This will mean that your child’s monthly
cheque will be reduced or terminated while he or she is receiving a student loan to attend a
university or college program.
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Canada Access Grant for Students with Permanent Disabilities
These federal grants are available to students with disabilities who are eligible to receive a student
loan. Students may be eligible to receive up to $2000 per loan year to help with the costs of
tuition, books, accommodation and other education related expenses. To apply, your child must
first apply for a student loan. Students who are eligible will have to have a permanent disability,
have a financial need, and be eligible to receive student loans. If your child is eligible for a Canada
Access Grant, the first $2000 of assessed financial need (for a student loan) will be paid for by way
of the Grant.
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If your child receives income support benefits (see Chapter 9 for further information) and has
developed a plan to go back to school, he or she may be eligible to receive financial help for items
such as clothing needed for training, school supplies, special equipment requested by the training
facility, student fees, textbooks, or transportation. To investigate financial assistance through the
income support system, talk with your child’s income support case manager.

Paying for Disability Support Costs for Attending
Post-Secondary Education
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Financial Assistance Available Through the Provincial Income Support
Assistance) Program

There are a number of possible avenues to access disability supports for attending a
post-secondary education program.

Canada Study Grants
These grants are available to students who are eligible to receive a student loan. Students with
disabilities may be eligible to receive up to $8000 a year from the federal government to cover
“exceptional education related costs associated with certain permanent disabilities.” To apply,
your child must first apply to the provincial student financial services office (see information
table) for a full or part time student loan. Your child must then submit a separate application
form for the Canada Study Grant.

Training and Employment Support Services (TESS) Program

Disability Support Program
The provincial Disability Support Program may also be available to provide funding for disability
supports that may be required while your child is attending a post-secondary program. These
would have to be supports that are not covered under another program such as TESS. See Chapter
9 for more information on the Disability Support Program.
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This program is operated by the Department of Post-Secondary Education, Training and Labour.
This Department has offices in every region of New Brunswick. It provides funding for people
with disabilities for a variety of items, including support necessary for a person to participate in
a post-secondary education or training program. This may include funding for a tutor, special
equipment, etc. In circumstances where a student is not eligible for a student loan because he
or she is on a modified program, TESS will cover the cost of tuition, books and materials. See
Chapter 9 for further information on the TESS program.
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Benefits of Considering Post-Secondary Education for Your Child
There are a number of potential benefits of considering post-secondary education as an option for
your child. Post-secondary education can:
• Provide access to valuable job training;
• Expand opportunities for your child to gain more independence;
• Significantly increase employment opportunities for your child;
• Increase your child’s connections to people in your community;
• Increase your child’s confidence and self esteem.

Participating in challenging and interesting experiences
and being accepted by peers
enhances self-esteem and confidence
both at school and in the community.
Students now “know what they want to do
and say what they want to do” and
“achieve things their parents and others never thought possible”.
They have shared experiences with others
that provide connections
that would not otherwise be possible.
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– (Wienkauf, 2002)
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My child has completed high school (or is in the final year of high school)
We have explored the use of “person centred” planning processes such as
PATH and MAPS and have used these tools if necessary

q
q

I have discussed post-secondary education with my child
We have discussed my child’s strengths and abilities and what he or she is
interested in studying

q
q
q
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q
q

We have discussed what my child is not interested in studying
We have explored the courses and programs offered at NBCC/CCNB
My child has identified an employment goal and this goal matches the
community college program that he or she wishes to take

q

We have thought about what supports my child would need while attending
college

q

I have the information concerning my child’s modified education program
while in high school and have taken this into account

q

We have noted the deadlines to apply for college and have submitted the
application prior to the deadline

q
q
q

We have explored possible funding options
We have explored travel and arrangements for getting to/from college
We have explored possible living arrangements if moving is necessary to
attend a program offered in another area

q
q

My child has practiced interview skills
We have toured the college and met with appropriate personnel
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Checklist for Planning for Your Child
to Apply to and Attend College
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Additional Resources
Building Bridges: Inclusive Post-Secondary Education for People with Intellectual
Disabilities, The Roeher Institute (1996).
Think College! Postsecondary Education Options for Students with Intellectual Disabilities,
Meg Grigal & Debra Hart, Brookes Publishing (2010).
Available to order from www.brookespublishing.com.
The Power to Spring Up: Postsecondary Education Opportunities for Students with
Significant Disabilities, Diana M. Katovitch (2009).
Available to order from www.amazon.ca
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Impact: Feature Issue on Postsecondary Education and Students with Intellectual,
Developmental and Other Disabilities (2010/2011)
Available online at https://ici.umn.edu/products../impact/233/default.html
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